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CLINICAL PRACTICE IN INFECTIOUS DISEASES. By E. H. R. Harries,
M.D., F.R.C.P., and M. Mitman, M.D., F.R.C.P., with the collaboration
of Ian Taylor M.D., M.R.C.P. Fourth edition. (Pp. 698. 30s.). Edin-
burgh: E. & S. Livingstone. 1951.
I HE fourth edition of this wvork, first printed in 1940, enhances the positioIn enjoyed by its
earlier editions.
TIhe presentation of the current teaching of infectious diseases is commendable for its orderli-
ness. Followving chapters upon notification, infection, transmission, diagnosis and epidemiology
the individual diseases are arranged in groups with common features.
Each disease is adequately catered for and an extensive bibiiography follovs each chapter. A
synopsis of the contents appears at the opening of every chapter. The bacteriology and labora-
tory diagnostic measures are adequately treated and the description of symptoms and clinical
signs is excellent.
Fashions in the treatment of acute infectious conditions change with such irregularity in
style and detail that authors of textbooks must find the position embarrassing. It must be nigh
imnpossible to prescribe treatment of some acute conditions acceptable to all the critics.
This book should prove of great help to teacher, consultant, practitioner and public health
worker. For postgraduate students it is first class but for the undergraduate its size may relegate
it to a wvork for reference oinly. To those students who can afford the time it is warmly to be
commended. F. F. K.
STlATIl STlICS FOR MEDICAL AND OT1HER BIOLOGICAL STUDENTlS.
By L. Bernistein, B.Sc., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., anid M. XN'eatherall, M.A.,
D.M., B.Sc. (Pp. 180+xii; figs. 17. 1Ss.). Edinburgh: E. & S. Living-
stone, 1952.
'iiis book is based on a course of instruction given to fii-st year preclinical medical students. The
first nine chapters are very clearly written and should present no difficulty to beginners. lThe
subject is introduced by a discussion on scientific method and(I an explanation of elementary pro-
bability pr-oblemiis. l'hle reader who is unfamiliar wvith algebraic notation should not be dis-
heartened by the volume of algebraic symbols in the chapter on pr-obability, these are fully
explained and a grasp of this chapter will greatly facilitate the appreciation of wvhat follo^vs.
Frequency distributions, averages, measures of scatter, samiiplinig problemiis anld at study of
chance differences, wvlicli make up the remainder of the first niine chapters, are dealt with very
fully and are illustrated by good numerical examples.
Regression, correlation, transformations and the analysis of variance are described, in the
next four chapters, mainly from theoretical aspects; in fact the authors stress that these descrip-
tions are not intende(d to give detailed wvorking instructions. In my opinion, much of the
potential value of the book is lost in these sections by this limitation. Numerical examples, of
the high standard set by the earlier chapters, would have helped through these more advanced
sections of the book those students who have (lifficulty with algebraic notation. The last chap-
ters on experimental design, the conduct of therapeutic experiments and the interpretation of
observations should be of considerable use to beginners in the field of medical research.
It is never easy to decide howv much of a subject should be included in an elementary text
book and therefore it is probably a matter of personal choice that no demonstration of the life
table teclhnique in the comparison of survival rates is included. Also with the ground prepared
by the chapter on probability a short explanation of the exact treatment of a fourfold table might
hlave been included in the sections on Clli2.
A few detailed points require comment. On page 58 it is said that "Ihe arithimietic mean is
the value wvhich makes the sum of the deviations from it as small as possible"; the sum of the
leviations of individual observations fromi their mean is always zero, it is the sum of the squared
dleviations wlhiclh is a miniimuim. On page 81 it is said of the (liffterence between the me'ans of
two samples thalt it "'should be simtall comiipared withi its own standard err1or0 if thie two saml)les
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